were prepared by hydrothermal method [7] , and, subsequently, heteropolyniobates related to research with respect to Keggin type were reported [8, 9] . Except for twelve sodium ions acting as counter cations, the crystal structure of the title compound is composed of a dimeric polyoxoanion [Mn(Nb6O19) 2] 12 and fifty-two crystal water molecules. The polyoxoanion [Mn(Nb6O19) 2] 12 consists of two Linqvisttype [Nb 6 O 19 ] 8 moieties linked by a Mn IV atom, resulting in a sandwich-type structure with idealized D3d symmetry (figure, top). The symmetrical [Nb6O19] 8 subunit is fused together with six edge-shared NbO 6 octahedra, in which the oxygen atoms can be divided into three groups: Ot (terminal oxygen and just connecting to one Nb atom), Ob (bridging oxygen and connecting edge-shared NbO6 octahedra) and Oc (oxygen atom connecting the six NbO6 octahedra in the center of cage). Relevant NbO bonds can be classified in three categories: (1) NbO t , varied from 1.767(3) Å to 1.779(3) Å; (2) NbOb, being in the range of 1.910(3) Å 2.111(3) Å; (3) NbOc, 2.366(3) Å 2.430(3) Å with the mean bond distance of 2.391 Å. It can be noted that the bond distances of NbO14, NbO15 and NbO18 are longer than other NbOb bonds, because O14, O15 and O18 are coordinated to manganese center. Bond-valence sum [10] calculations demonstrate the oxidation state of manganese atom is +4, which is consistent with the previous literature [6] . The manganese atom is bound to two [Nb6O19] 8 moieties via six bridging oxygen atoms from the two moieties. The MnO 6 group is a distorted octahedron with MnO bond lengths in the range of 1.902(3) Å 1.908(3) Å, corresponding to their mean value 1.905 Å, which is obviously longer than the mean MnO bond distance (1.87 Å) for the sodium dodecaniobomanganate(IV) Na12MnNb12O38 · 50H2O [6] . The results may be due to the bad quality of crystal data (RF = 11.6 %) in reported literature [6] . While the bond angles in the MnO 6 group are 83.9(1)° 96.1(1)°, the O14-Mn-O14¢ axis is just along the threefold axis of polyoxoanion. Beside the polyoxoanion, twelve sodium cations and fifty-two water molecules were found in one half of the unit cell (figure, middle and bottom). Six of the sodium cations are disordered, joined together via different water molecules and adopt five-and six-coordinations (figure, bottom). Moreover, the sodium atom Na6B has a distance of 2.79(1) Å to the O12 oxygen atom of the polyoxoanion. At the same time, it is linked with the water molecule O12W, which is also connected to the other sodium atom Na3. One water molecule (O25W) has no bonds with sodium ions. 
